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If you ask someone what the summer solstice is, he/she will likely tell you it’s
the longest day of the year. That’s true, but I prefer to think of it as the day with
the most light.

It’s nice to wake up to the first rays
of a new day’s sun and to have
plenty of daylight left after work to
enjoy some time outside. The light
makes it possible to see beautiful
things around us … and to see
potential danger too.
When I think about the work that
Minnesota Family Council is doing
right now, I think about light.

We are shining a light into dark spaces so that we can find what’s beautiful and
what’s dangerous. God has called Christians to be lightbearers, and He’s
called Minnesota Family Council to bring light to public policy and culture.
Recently we’ve had an opportunity to shine a light on some shady activity
coming from the Minnesota Department of Education. The outcome of this
effort is still to be determined. It hangs in the balance right now, so it’s vital that
we continue to shine this light. But this effort requires resources, and we’re
heading into the leanest time of the year.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89eecf6162&jsver=YLDmfjBKkgk.en.&view=pt&msg=15ce94c2e6eb686f&q=mfc&qs=true&search=query&siml=15ce…
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As you make your summer plans,
please don’t forget us! Your support
allows us to continue shining as light.
Help us start summer on the right
foot with a generous contribution
of $15, $30, $50 or even more!

Light is an important metaphor in Scripture, and in the Bible it is often paired
with truth. Jesus identifies Himself with both. He says, “I am the light of the
world" (John 8:12) and “I am the way, the truth and the life" (John 14:6).
In John 3, when He is talking with Nicodemus, He expands on both ideas:
“This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates
the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed”
(John 3:1920).
We intuitively know this to be true. We know most crimes are committed after
dark, or behind closed doors where it won’t be seen. For safety reasons we
turn lights on outside and inside our homes, at work and in our cars. We know
that darkness sometimes conceals danger and that light counteracts it. So we
turn on the lights.
We take these words to heart. There is plenty of darkness in the political realm.
I don’t need to convince you of that. There are plenty of shady deals happening
behind closed doors. There are people at all levels of our government who are
out for personal gain; who will stop at nothing to push their own agenda, even if
it is harmful to the majority.
We are always on the lookout for such people, and when we find them we do all
that we can to turn on a light … to expose their plans and counter deception
with truth.
We’re doing that right now with school administrators.

Even though school is out for the summer, things
are happening right now that will have a major
impact on students in the Fall.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89eecf6162&jsver=YLDmfjBKkgk.en.&view=pt&msg=15ce94c2e6eb686f&q=mfc&qs=true&search=query&siml=15ce…
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The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and the School Safety
Technical Assistance Council (SSTAC) have developed a “transgender toolkit”
and sought to distribute it to all schools. The purpose of the toolkit is to “ensure
safe and supportive schools for transgender and gender nonconforming
students.” But of course the reality isn’t as innocent as that sounds.

It threatens student privacy, safety and dignity and attempts to erase differences
between the sexes, which has a profoundly negative effect on women and girls.

It would also violate parents' rights.
The toolkit includes a galling
recommendation that schools report
parents for maltreatment or neglect if
they do not affirm their child’s chosen
gender identity when it is in opposition
to their biological sex.

This irresponsible, provocative and unhelpful piece of propaganda was
developed in secret by an anonymous “workgroup”. It took many weeks of
digging to discover who was part of the group tasked with providing guidance to
Minnesota school districts. A quick survey of their backgrounds makes it
evident that they are radical LGBT activists.

Now it’s up to us to make Minnesotans aware of the back alley way in which this
was developed. We have to shine a light on the obvious agenda that is driving
this. How can public schools present this as a “best practice” when its authors
are clearly biased, lack legitimate qualifications, do not reflect all key
stakeholders and do not represent the concerns of parents?

The MDE seems to have forgotten that
they have a responsibility to ensure the
privacy, safety and dignity of all
students in their care.
We believe that compassionate
accommodations can and should be
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89eecf6162&jsver=YLDmfjBKkgk.en.&view=pt&msg=15ce94c2e6eb686f&q=mfc&qs=true&search=query&siml=15ce…
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extended to students who struggle with
biological realities in a manner that does
not compromise the privacy, safety and
dignity of ALL students.

To press this point and make certain that Minnesotans are aware of what’s at
stake, we’ve strengthened our Ask Me First MN privacy initiative, by adding
team members and ramping up efforts to increase publicity. A recent press
conference, organized by MFC and Ask Me First MN, which included State
Representatives Peggy Scott and Glenn Gruenhagen, representatives from
several partner organizations, and a retired pediatrician, was covered by
Minnesota Public Radio and other media outlets.

Christian radio stations have been in touch as well, as they believe that their
listeners will be interested to learn about this potential infringement on both
parents' rights and privacy rights.
All this activity is leading up to a midJuly vote on whether to approve and
distribute the toolkit to schools across Minnesota. Over the next few weeks we
want to encourage Minnesotans to attend the meeting at which the vote will take
place and to continue to speak out against this blatant attempt to undermine the
privacy rights of our children and parents’ authority.
We are shining a light on this because it matters to children and families. We
couldn’t do it without you though and we know that our efforts to expose with
light what many wish to hide could be hindered by insufficient support in the
summer. I don’t want darkness to go unchallenged because of a lack of funds.

If you share that concern, please
consider making a startofsummer
gift of $15, $30, $50 or even more as
you are able.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=89eecf6162&jsver=YLDmfjBKkgk.en.&view=pt&msg=15ce94c2e6eb686f&q=mfc&qs=true&search=query&siml=15ce…
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This will help fund our efforts to inform
and mobilize Minnesotans in opposition
to these harmful “toolkits”.

P.S. Let’s shine a light on these misguided transgender toolkits by exposing
them for what they are – violations of privacy rights and parental rights. Help
us spread the word and rally opposition to this blatant attempt at
undermining God’s good design for human sexuality, privacy and parents'
rights by making a startofsummer gift of $15, $30, $50 or even
more today. Thank you and God bless!
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