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April 15, 2016 

Dear Friends, 

 

Governor Dayton Makes Outlandish Decree Banning “Non-essential” Travel 

 

In the most recent of strange decisions and proclamations from Governor Dayton’s office, you 

most likely have heard of his official ban on all “non-essential” travel by state employees to 

North Carolina and Mississippi. 

 

This official ban is a result of their passage of legislation like North Carolina’s Public Facilities 

Privacy and Security Act.  Democrats in the far-left faction are certainly demanding Governor 

Dayton to conventional wisdom that there be separate bathrooms or locker rooms for boy and 

girls.  

 

Furthermore, why are taxpayers paying for state employees to travel non-essentially to begin 

with?  On that note, why does the government conduct any non-essential business?  This is very 

bizarre behavior indeed.   

 

Poll conducted by Robert Blizzard, Public Opinion Strategies (statewide survey of 400 registered 

voters, margin of error +/- 4.9%) 

  

“Biological boys who identify as girls should be able to share bathrooms, locker rooms, and 

showers with biological girls.” 

AGREE: 14% 

DISAGREE: 81% 
  

“Students have a right to privacy in bathrooms, locker rooms, and showers with facilities 

that separate biological males and females.” 

AGREE: 90% 

DISAGREE: 7% 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Clarification of Last Year’s Water Buffer Law 

  
Last year, Gov. Dayton and Democrats attempted to require private landowners to install 50-foot 

buffer strips along all waterways and wetlands on their property, or incur hefty fines. This was 

especially concerning for farmers, who would be required to take 150,000 acres of land out of 

production, potentially putting livelihoods in jeopardy.  

  

After public outcry from farmers and other landowners, Republicans won major changes to the 

buffer bill to protect private lands from government overreach. This week, I supported a fix 

clarifying that the new buffer law only applies to public waters and ditches. The bill passed 

overwhelmingly in the Senate. 

 

 

Transportation and Public Safety Budget Division 

 

On Thursday, the Transportation and Public Safety Budget Division passed its appropriations 

recommendations to the full finance committee.  The overall spending target for this bill is $30.3 

million in FY 16-17 and $33.8 million in the tails.  Of this amount, only $1.5 million comes from 

the General Fund.  Nearly all transportation revenues are constitutionally dedicated with very 

little contribution from the General Fund. 

 

Notable spending items include $10.25 million for airport projects in Rochester and Duluth, 

$1.12 million for freight rail planning, engineering and administration, and $10 million to 

support the Department of Public Safety Driver and Vehicle Services Division’s new Minnesota 

Licensing and Registration System.  This system is currently supported by a $1 transaction fee 

on driver’s license renewals. 

 

 

Taxes 

Two tax related developments were in the news at the Capitol this week. On Wednesday, the 

Senate DFL majority released “budget targets” reflecting their priorities and plans for the $900 

million surplus. $300 million was allocated to the tax committee, either for additional tax aids 

and credits spending or tax reductions. There were no additional details released beyond the 

target number, but follow-up comments by Senate DFL leadership affirmed their approach will 

be to support an updated version of the 2015 tax bill (HF 848 – Skoe) still awaiting work by a tax 

conference committee. In last year’s Senate tax bill, nearly two-thirds of the bill reflected tax 

aids and credit spending, with the remaining one-third dedicated to tax relief. By comparison, 

House Republican budget priorities still count on significant tax relief consistent with their 

approach in last year’s budget negotiations. 

 

Earlier in the week, the state released the April Revenue and Economic Update. Unlike the twice 

a year budget forecasts that project future spending and tax collections, monthly updates count 

actual revenues. This month’s report paints a cautious budget picture that while overall revenue 

collections were down a modest $11 million for the months of February and March, individual 

income tax collections were down by $69 million, 6.5% less than forecast. The update also 

included an economic analysis that anticipates improvement in the near-term U.S. outlook, but 



acknowledged mixed economic signals. Recent reports on the labor market continue to 

demonstrate solid performance, while other economic data suggests persistent weakness, 

including the strong U.S. dollar and weak global growth. 

 

 

 

 

 


